Empty Skids and Pallets

A 5-Minute Safety Training Aid HS93-021G (10-24)

Skids and pallets are both essential
components in industrial packaging and material
handling, but they have distinct characteristics
and uses. Let's explore these in detail:

Skids are single-deck platforms used for

storing and transporting goods. They are often
described as “sleds” or “sledges” because they
are easily dragged or pulled. A skid consists of:

+ Atop deck for placing goods.
* Runners (also called stringers), which form the foundation.
*  No bottom deck.

Pallets are more stable structures that are suitable for repeated loading and unloading. A pallet
includes:

+ Atop and bottom deck for placing goods.

+ Stringers or blocks for support.

Key e Stability.
Differences Pallets are more stable due to their bottom deck, making
them better suited for warehouse use and repeated handling.

e Mobility.
Skids are easier to drag and pull, making them suitable for
moving heavy equipment.

e Durability.
Pallets, because of the top and bottom deck, generally have
greater strength and durability for long-term use.

e Cost.
Skids can be less expensive due to fewer materials used in
their construction.
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Safe Handling
and Stacking

Inspections.
o Check for splinters, loose nails, and other defects.

o Look out for pests in outdoor-stored units such as
wasps and snakes.

Personal protection.
o Use leather work gloves and safety shoes.

Lifting techniques.
o Work in pairs when lifting heavy skids.
o Bend at the knees and use leg muscles.
o Keep the back straight and stay close to the object.

Stacking.
o Stack no higher than 4 feet for stability.
o Keep stacks flat, never on end.

o For separate skid runners and platforms, use a rack and
stack no more than 32 units high.

o Consider floor weight capacity and crush strength of
units.

o Be cautious with cardboard units, especially in humid
conditions.

Placement.

o Keep away from aisles, doorways, and emergency
equipment.

o Avoid obstructing exits, switch boxes, and fire
extinguishers.

o Ensure pallets do not protrude into walkways.

Maintenance.
o Set aside and mark unsafe units for repair or discard.

o Use trucks or dollies for moving scrapped units over
distances.

Work area.
o Maintain a clear, clean work area.
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By understanding the differences between skids and pallets and following these safety
guidelines, you can ensure efficient safe material handling in construction and industrial

settings.

www.txsafetyatwork.com
1-800-252-7031, Option 2

The Texas Department of Insurance,

Division of Workers’ Compensation (DWC)-Workplace Safety
P.0. Box 12050
Austin, TX 78711-2050

Disclaimer: Unless otherwise noted, this document was produced by the Texas Department of Insurance, Division of Workers’ Compensation
using information from staff subject specialists, government entities, or other authoritative sources. Information contained in this fact sheet
is considered accurate at the time of publication. For more free publications and other occupational safety and health resources, visit www.

txsafetyatwork.com, call 800-252-7031, option 2, or email resourcecenter@ tdi.texas.gov.

Texas Department of Insurance, Division of Workers’ Compensation
www.txsafetyatwork.com

HS93-021G (10-24)



www.txsafetyatwork.com




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Empty Skids and Pallets T5.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 1



		Passed manually: 1



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 11



		Passed: 19



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Skipped		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Skipped		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Skipped		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Skipped		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Skipped		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Skipped		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Skipped		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Skipped		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Skipped		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Skipped		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

