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About SFMO

Mission 

The Texas State Fire Marshal's Office 

(SFMO) will reduce the loss of life and 

property through prevention, 

education, and protection.

Function

• The primary function of SFMO is to 

reduce the risk and impact of fire. 

• The function directly and 

dramatically impacts TDI’s mission 

to protect insurance consumers.
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SFMO Licensing Administration

SFMO Licensing Administration issues licenses and permits for the fire protection 

and fireworks industries, including:

Alarms Extinguishers Fireworks Sprinklers



Administration team

• Team includes:

◦ One manager.

◦ Six license and permit 

specialists.

◦ Processed 98% in 20 days or 

less. 
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Registrations, licenses, and permits issued by fiscal year

Category 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Licenses issued 14,489 15,956 16,424 16,483 17,056 17,883



Investigations team

• Regulates the fire protection 

and fireworks industry.

• Team:

◦ 1 deputy chief investigator.

◦ 5 investigators.
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Licensing investigations or inspections by fiscal year

Category 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Investigations & 

inspections
225 869 1,263 1,096 1,255 1,011



Online resources



Fire alarm licensing webpage



Fire extinguisher licensing webpage



Fireworks licensing webpage



Fire sprinkler licensing webpage



Testing information

• SFMO doesn’t administer tests. They’re administered by PSI, a third-party company. 

• Online guides include:

◦ Instructions on how to schedule a test. 

◦ The exact tests required for each license type. 

◦ Test descriptions. 

◦ Study material. 



Insurance certificate requirements

• You must have a general liability certificate of insurance to register or request a 

permit. You won’t be approved until all insurance requirements have been met.

• The policy must:

◦ Cover activities performed by someone designated as an agent or employee of 

the company.

◦ List all types of business performed by the company in the “Description of 

Operations” box.

◦ List the State Fire Marshal’s Office as the certificate holder. 

• Certificate must be signed by a licensed general lines or surplus lines agent in 

Texas. Company signature stamp won’t be accepted.



Submitting your certificate

• Email your certificate to SFMO licensing administration on or before the current 

policy’s expiration date to maintain compliance (no lapse of coverage).

• Completed insurance certificates, are updated on the same day and listed online 

after 5:00 p.m.
Insurance requirement guide

mailto:FMLicensing@tdi.texas.gov


Certificate of liability webpage



Expired insurance certificates

• You must follow all requirements and make sure that a current certificate of 

insurance is on file with SFMO.

• Registered companies and individuals listed with the company with an expired 

insurance certificate on file are in violation and won’t be listed on our company 

and individual search page on our website.



Applications and renewals

• Online applications and renewals are processed within 3-5 business days.

• To apply for a new extinguisher or fire alarm company registration, submit the 

correct paper form by mail.

• If you have active branch offices for fire 

alarm or extinguisher certificate of 

registration that expired between 91 

days to two years ago, email the 

licensing office before renewing or 

reinstating the certificate.

Apply or renew online

https://tdi.texas.gov/fire/online-licensing.html
https://tdi.texas.gov/fire/online-licensing.html


Apply or renew license webpage



Application availability

Type New Renewal and reinstatements



Keep contact info updated

• Licenses and registrations are emailed to address on file. 

• If you changed companies or your email, make sure you update your information 

before you apply.

• For individual licenses, it’s a good idea

to use a personal email address that

won’t change.

Update contact details

https://tdi.texas.gov/fire/update-individual-firm-address-email.html


Update contact details webpage



New fireworks selling seasons

• For new selling seasons, you must 

have a written commissioner’s court 

order 15 days before the start of the 

season. 

• Find fireworks selling season 

information online.

• Get updates through our: 

o Website. 

o Email subscription. 

o Social media feeds.

New selling seasons:

Lunar New Year

June 19

July 2, 2026

https://www.tdi.texas.gov/fire/fmfireworksell.html


Retail and display permits

• All retail permits expire on January 31 of each year.

• Get applications in early! Volume spikes in June and processing times increase.

• Purchasing retail permits online lets you get

and print your permit the same day.

• You can also access and print the:

◦ Retail fireworks poster.

◦ Retail fireworks prohibited poster.

Public display application

https://www.tdi.texas.gov/fire/information-fireworks-licenses-permits-test.html


Specialty fireworks

• Cold sparklers fall within the definition of “flame effects” and require a licensed 

operator and permit. 

• Flame effects operator license requirements:

◦ Pass the fireworks flame effects operator test.

◦ Have a fingerprint background check done if you don’t have a current 

application on file with SFMO.

◦ Apply online.



Fingerprint requirements

• Complete the online form to get service code and begin the process. 

• Send a copy of your fingerprint receipt with your application.

Fingerprint requirements

https://www.tdi.texas.gov/fire/fingerprinting-process.html


Fingerprint requirement website



Fingerprint vendor site



Licensing violations

Report licensing 

violations using our 

online form.

https://www.tdi.texas.gov/forms/sfmfireindustry/report-fire-licensing-violation.html


Contact us

• Application, registration, license, or permit questions: 

◦ 512-676-6800, Option 1

◦ FMLicensing@tdi.texas.gov

• Rules, technical issues, or investigation status questions: 

◦ 512-676-6802

◦ SFMOLicensinginvestigations@tdi.texas.gov

mailto:FMLicensing@tdi.texas.gov
mailto:FMLicensing@tdi.texas.gov
mailto:SFMOLicensinginvestigations@tdi.texas.gov
mailto:SFMOLicensinginvestigations@tdi.texas.gov
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